




























Legal gear for the salmon fishery includes purse seines and both drift and set

gill nets. Drift gill net fishermen are the most numerous and are permitted to

fish in the Bering River, Copper River, Coghill, Unakwik, and Eshamy districts.

During the 1989 season, 408 drift gill net permit holders participated. Set gill

net gear is legal only in the Eshamy district. There are 30 total permits for

this gear type; however, none were active in 1989 due to the closure of the

Eshamy district resulting from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Purse seine gear is

legal in the Eastern, Northern, Unakwik, Coghill, Northwestern, Southwestern,

Montague and Southeastern districts. An estimated 243 permits were active during

the 1989 season.

Overview of Area-Wide Fisheries

The Prince William Sound Area combined commercial salmon harvest for 1989

amounted to 24.4 million fish (Appendix A.2). This catch exceeds the average

harvest over the past 10 years (Appendix A.3). However, an exceptionally large

portion of this catch (33%) was composed of hatchery sales fish from the PNP

hatcheries, leaving a common property portion of the catch below the 10 year

average.

A poor return of wild stock pink salmon was again observed in the Sound, which

was particularly disappointing in light of the bright forecast. Sockeye returns

were above average in the Copper and Bering River Districts but especially weak

in the Coghill district. Coho and chum production fell close to the average

harvest level for the past ten years.

In separate incidents on consecutive days in the Esther Subdistrict and in the

Cannery Creek Hatchery terminal area, oil posing an appreciable likelihood of

contaminating catch or fouling gear, was encountered by the commercial fishing

fleet that required an immediate closure of the fishery. The fishery was reopened

10 days later, with a highly regulated on the grounds monitoring program, and

field announced openings and closures similar to herring sac roe fisheries. The

ten day closure, which occurred near the peak of hatchery returns to Cannery

Creek and Esther, resulted in a delay in the harvest and a high percentage of

lower grade fish in the commercial catch.
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